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My attached Fanny Hartford was much pleased with
my appearance en militaire, but grieved at thinking she
was so soon to lose me. As she, like myself, had never seen
the inside of a ship, I early in November proposed taking
her to Gravesend, where the Plassey then lay taking in
cargo. To this she consented, and we went down, and
were received with the utmost attention by the commanding
officer, Mr. Peter Douglas, the third mate, who conducted
us through every part of the ship, explaining the uses of
the different articles. He made a thousand apologies for
the dirty state of the ship, which he said was unavoidable
whilst receiving the cargo, but that if he had previously
known we were coming things should have been in some-
what less disorder, and he would have prepared refresh-
ments, whereas he now had nothing better to offer than a
beef steak. We thanked him for his politeness, observing
we had ordered dinner at the Inn, and should be happy
if he would favour us with his company, which he promised
he would.

The ship certainly was in a sad dirty plight, but Mr.
Douglas's cabin was an exception to the general filth,
being neatness itself, and most elegantly fitted up. It
was painted of a light pea green, with gold beading,
the bed and curtains of the richest Madras chintz, one
of the most complete dressing tables I ever saw, having
every useful article in it; a beautiful bureau and book
case, stored with the best books, and three neat mahogany
chairs, formed the furniture. In all my subsequent voyages
I never saw so handsome an apartment in a ship. He said
if we would wait until he changed his dress, he would
attend us on shore. This we willingly agreed to, and found
abundant entertainment in looking about the Round house,
where every thing was quite new to us.

At three in the afternoon we landed, and set down in half
an hour afterwards to as good a dinner as the cook of the
Falcon Inn could furnish. We luckily found the champagne
very passable, and gave our guest as much as he chose of
it. He stayed with us till past midnight, when he returned